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Sir: 

Responsive to the October 9, 2003 Office Action, the following 
amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted in connection 
with the above-identified application. 

This reply includes: 

Amendments to the Specification; 

Amended Claim Set; 

Amendments to the Drawings; and 

Remarks . 




Eft 



' , Appl. No. 09/986,729 

contain allowable subject matter. In view of the foregoing 
amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
claims of the present invention are neither taught nor suggested by 
the prior art utilized by the Examiner. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of all objections and rejections are respectfully 
requested. 

Favorable reconsideration and an early Notice of Allowance are 
earnestly solicited. 

In the event that any outstanding matters remain in this 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at 
(703) 205^8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of 
time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
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P.O. Box 747 

KM/asc Falls Church, VA 22040 
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